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ELIZABETH SCALA teaches in the Department of English at The University of Texas at
Austin and currently serves as its senior associate chair. She is the Percival Professor of Medieval
Romance, Historiography, and Culture. Before arriving at UT, she attended Wellesley College
(BA) and Harvard University (MA, PhD) and held a post-doc at the University of Chicago,
where she taught in the freshman humanities program. Her primary area of research concerns
the works of medieval poet Geoffrey Chaucer and the textual environments in which his

works survive—both manuscripts and early prints. She regularly teaches courses on Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales and sometimes on Shakespeare. She is better known these days for her Taylor
Swift course. You can follow that class, The Taylor Swift Songbook, on Instagram @Swiftieprof.

Taylor Swift The Eras Tour: Speak Now Set Era Set, photo by Paolo Villanueva.

This webinar is made possible with support from the State of Texas and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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