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EDWARD AYERS is Tucker-Boatwright Professor of the Humanities at the University of Richmond, 
where he is President Emeritus. President Barack Obama awarded him the National Humanities Medal 
in 2013, hailing his “commitment to making our history as widely available and accessible as possible.” 
Ayers has written prizewinning books on the history of the United States. They include In the Presence 
of Mine Enemies: Civil War in the Heart of America, winner of the Bancroft Prize and the Beveridge 
Prize; and The Promise of the New South: Life After Reconstruction, a finalist for the National Book Award 
and the Pulitzer Prize; and The Thin Light of Freedom: The Civil War and Emancipation in the Heart of 
America, winner of the Lincoln Prize and the Organization of American Historians’ prize for best book 
on the Civil War era. His most recent books are Southern Journey: The Migrations of the American South, 
1790–2020 and American Visions: The United States, 1800–1860.

ANNIE EVANS has spent over half her life teaching history, civics, and geography in Virginia’s K–12 
public schools. With New American History, she collaborates with a network of educators across the 
country to create learning resources to inspire the next generation of educators, public historians, and 
community leaders. Embracing inquiry and place-based learning, she serves as co-coordinator of the 
Virginia Geographic Alliance and a National Geographic Grosvenor Teacher Fellow and Certified 
Educator.


