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Meet the Originals 
 
Texas Originals is a radio series about people who made an impact on Texas. You can hear it online 
and on radio stations around the state. Read or listen to the episode on Juan Seguín. Then, answer 
questions about it.  

Juan Seguín 
1806–1890 

Texas revolutionary Juan Seguín was a politician, a soldier, a businessman, even a suspected 
traitor. Yet he was also a hero and an honored veteran. The contradictions of Seguín’s life 
illustrate how complicated loyalty was during the struggle for Texas independence—especially for 
Tejano citizens of the Republic. 

Seguín was born in San Antonio in 1806. As a young man, he formed a militia of Texians to resist 
President Santa Anna’s oppressive rule. Seguín was a dedicated and able soldier, and he joined 
fellow Texians at the Alamo. He escaped death only because Colonel William Travis sent him out 
of the fort to seek reinforcements. 

After the war, Seguín served in the Texas Senate and as mayor of San Antonio, but his 
unwavering defense of Tejano rights earned him political enemies. Seguín also had business 
dealings in Mexico that aroused suspicion, and he was labeled a traitor. Fearing for his safety, he 
fled to Mexico in 1842. 

Santa Anna remembered Seguín’s role in the Texas revolution and as punishment, compelled 
him to join the Mexican army during the U.S.-Mexico War. Seguín was finally able to return to 
Texas in 1848. 

After his death in 1890, Seguín was buried in the town that bears his name. A statue was erected 
as a tribute, showing belated respect for a founding father who once said, Texas treated me like 
“a foreigner in my native land.” 

Check for Understanding: Answer the questions below based on evidence from the episode on 
Juan Seguín. Refer to the text included above if needed. 

1. How did Juan Seguín survive the Battle of the Alamo? 
 
 
 

2. What were two of the leadership roles Seguín held after the Texas Revolution? 
 
 
 
Going Further: Write or discuss your answer to the question below, supporting your answer with 
evidence from the episode or additional information you have learned in class. 

3. Making Inferences. Why might Seguín’s defense of Tejano rights earn him political enemies 
in a post-revolution Republic of Texas?
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