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Meet the Originals

Texas Originals is a radio series about people who made an impact on Texas. You can hear it online
and on radio stations around the state. Read or listen to the episode on John Nance Garner. Then,
answer questions about it.

John Nance Garner
1868-1967

In 1932, when John Nance Garner became the nation’s thirty-second vice president, Texans were
just beginning to exert influence and leadership at the national level.

Garner, however, was hardly a newcomer. He had served fifteen consecutive terms in the U.S.
House of Representatives and was Speaker of the House when President Franklin D. Roosevelt
chose him as his running mate.

Garner was born in 1868 in Red River County. He studied to become a lawyer and settled in
Uvalde, where he was elected county judge. He later served in the state legislature, acquiring the
nickname “Cactus Jack” for proposing the prickly pear blossom as the state flower.

Garner was elected to Congress in 1903. A party loyalist in the tradition of Southern Democrats,
he spent his early terms quietly studying the political process and cultivating friendships and
influence. In time, the cigar-chomping Texan became known as a master persuader and
negotiator.

In his first vice presidential term, Garner employed these skills in steering New Deal legislation
through Congress. But by 1937, he had grown critical of Roosevelt’s liberal programs, pro-labor
stance, and plans to expand the Supreme Court. Garner spent the next two years leading
conservative opposition to New Deal proposals.

After a failed presidential run in 1940, Garner left Washington and retired to Uvalde. He died in
1967, just shy of his ninety-ninth birthday.

Check for Understanding: Answer the questions below based on evidence from the episode on
John Nance Garner. Refer to the text included above if needed.

1. What national elected office did John Nance Garner hold?

2. What parts of Roosevelt's New Deal legislation did Garner eventually oppose?

Going Further: Write or discuss your answer to the question below, supporting your answer with
evidence from the episode or additional information you have learned in class.

3. Taking a Position. How do you think Garner’s technique of quietly studying processes and
cultivating friendships helped him as a politician? Explain.
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