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Meet the Originals

Texas Originals is a radio series about people who made an impact on Texas. You can hear it online
and on radio stations around the state. Read or listen to the episode on Green and Sarah DeWitt.
Then, answer questions about it.

Green and Sarah DeWitt
1787-1835 (G); 1787-1854 (S)

Among the most important Anglo settlements in Spanish Texas was DeWitt's Colony, founded in
1825 by Green DeWitt and James Kerr along the Guadalupe River.

Before coming to Texas, DeWitt fought in the War of 1812 with the Missouri militia. By 1821,
DeWitt was aware that Moses Austin had obtained a grant to bring colonists to Spanish Texas.
DeWitt petitioned Mexican authorities for a similar grant and eventually received an empresario
contract to establish a settlement of his own.

DeWitt and his wife Sarah moved their family to the colony in 1826. But the colony soon
struggled, and by 1831, DeWitt had lost his contract. Sarah, however, successfully petitioned the
Mexican government for a land grant in her maiden name of Seely as a hedge against her
husband’s misfortunes.

In 1835, Green DeWitt died while in Mexico to purchase land for future settlements. Soon after his
death, Sarah played a role in the first battle of the Texas Revolution. As Mexican authorities
threatened to retrieve a cannon they had given to Gonzales citizens, Sarah cut up her daughter
Naomi’s wedding dress to create the famous banner that bore the daring slogan “Come and Take
It.”

Sarah Seely DeWitt is now buried in a cemetery named for her husband south of Gonzales, on
land that the Mexican government once granted her.

Check for Understanding: Answer the questions below based on evidence from the episode on
Green and Sarah DeWitt. Refer to the text included above if needed.

1. How did Sarah DeWitt protect her family’s interests after their first attempt at a colony failed?

2. What did Green DeWitt do before coming to Texas?

Going Further: Write or discuss your answer to the question below, supporting your answer with
evidence from the episode or additional information you have learned in class.

3. Creating Connections. Sarah DeWitt played an important role in settling Texas and
supporting the Texas Revolution. How did she challenge common stereotypes about
women?
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