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Meet the Originals 
 
Texas Originals is a radio series about people who made an impact on Texas. You can hear it online 
and on radio stations around the state. Read or listen to the episode on Chief Bowl. Then, answer 
questions about it.  

Chief Bowl 
1756–1839 

Cherokee leader Chief Bowl, also known as "Bowles" and "Duwali," was born in North Carolina 
around 1756 to a Scottish father and a Cherokee mother. In the early nineteenth century, Bowl 
led the first large Cherokee emigration west of the Mississippi River—to Missouri, then Arkansas, 
and finally to the Mexican province of Texas. There, in a settlement near Nacogdoches, Bowl 
headed an alliance of Cherokee villages.  

Bowl helped Mexico defeat Anglo settlers in the Fredonian Rebellion of 1827. Nevertheless, the 
Mexican government refused to recognize Cherokee land claims in East Texas. 

In 1836, Sam Houston, acting as a commissioner of the provisional Texas government, 
negotiated a treaty with Chief Bowl that secured Cherokee land rights, but the Republic of Texas 
later rejected the treaty. Texas president Mirabeau B. Lamar called for an "exterminating war" to 
expel the Cherokee from the Republic. 

In 1839, the Texas army defeated the Cherokee near the headwaters of the Neches River. During 
the battle, Chief Bowl, now eighty-three, carried a sword given to him by his friend Sam Houston, 
who had once lived among the Cherokee. The heroic chief was among the last to die in the battle.  

The Cherokee fled to the Indian Territory in present-day Oklahoma. After passing through several 
hands, Bowl's battle sword was presented to the Cherokee Nation in 1890. 

Check for Understanding: Answer the questions below based on evidence from the episode on 
Chief Bowl. Refer to the text included above if needed. 

1. In what locations did the Cherokee settle prior to arriving in Texas? 
 
 
 

2. What did Chief Bowl carry into battle in 1839? 
 
 
 
Going Further: Write or discuss your answer to the question below, supporting your answer with 
evidence from the episode or additional information you have learned in class. 

3. Creating Connections. Sam Houston and Mirabeau B. Lamar had very different views on 
the rights of American Indians in Texas. How does Chief Bowl’s story demonstrate these 
views?
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